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nearly 7,000 troops.1 According to Fatehyab Khan's plan
of action it was resolved to give a surprise to Nizamul-
Mulk's army and then proceed towards Khuldabad. On
hearing of Nasir Jang's advance, Nizamu'1-Mulk made all
possible haste to move out of the city and drew up whatever
forces he could muster there at that time. The two armies
met on 23rd July 1741, near Daulatabad. Nizamu'1-Mulk
tried once more to induce Nasir Jang to change his mind by
sending him the last message of reconciliation through Shah
Wall who was a great friend of Sayyid Laskhar Khan, but
failed to dissuade him from his intention. Now Nizamu'l-
Mulk felt constrained to draw up his forces in battle array
to meet Nasir Jang's attack. Muhammad Mutawassil Khan
and Khwajam Quli Khan were placed in the vanguard. To
the right wing were posted Mutahawwar Khan Khaishgi
and Rahmatullah Khan. Mubariz Khan and Khwaja Hamid-
ullah Khan, sons of the late 'Imadu'l-Mulk Mubariz Khan,
were appointed on the left wing of the army. Salim Khan
was directed to protect the rear. Nizamul-Mulk checked the
advance of Nasir Jang's forces, throwing them into utter con-
fusion. The latter's army suffered greatly from the well-
directed artillery fire and many of his adherents were com-
pelled to take to headlong flight to save their lives. Many
were slain whose bodies lay piled on the top of each other.
But Nasir Jang fought on bravely with the few men left near
him amid a rain of arrows and balls and received severe
wounds. It is curious to note here that when Muhammad
Mutawassil Khan had drawn up an arrow aiming at the
head of Nasir Jang, his son Hidayat Muhiuddin Khan, who
was sitting on the same elephant as his father, stayed his hand
to save the life of his uncle.2 He is the same young'man who
later on became the rival of his uncle for the Subedari of
the Deccan and claimed to have been named as heir by
Nizamu'1-Mulk, his maternal grandfather. It was at his
instigation that Nasir Jang was, later on, done to death.
Meanwhile, Sayyid Lashkar Khan pushed his elephant near
that of Nasir Jang whose strength had begun to fail, and took
iHadiqatifl-'Alam, op. cit., p.   169; according to  Tankh-i-Fathiyah^ he had
four thousand troops with him.
op. cit., p. 170.

